Biggleswade  Rural  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  officer  of  health 

For  the  Year  1918. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BIGGLESWADE 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,— 

I beg  to  present  the  following  report  of  the  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  1918. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. 

Estimated  civilian  population  used  for  the  calculation  of  the  (civilian)  death  rate,  19,342. 
Estimated  population  used  for  the  calculation  of  the  birth-rate,  21,672. 

These  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar-  General  for  the  purpose  of  this  report. 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  356,  being  186  males  and  170  females,  this  is  equal 
to  a birth-rate  of  16.42  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  birth-rate  for  1917  was  15.6  and  the  average  birth-rate  for  the  past  ten  years  is  20.26. 
Twenty-six  of  the  births  registered  during  the  year  1918  were  illegitimate. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1918  was  17.7. 

Deaths. 

322  deaths  occurred  among  the  civilian  population  belonging  to  this  district,  viz.  : — 163  males 
and  159  females,  representing  a death-rate  of  16.6per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  14.8 
for  1917.  The  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1918  was  17.6.  The  table 
appended  to  this  report  shows  the  causes  of  deaths.  The  average  death-rate  of  the  district  for  the 
past  ten  years  is  13.5. 

Infant  Mortality. 

24  deaths  occurred  among  children  under  one  year  of  age,  which  is  equal  to  a death-rate  of  67 
per  1,000  births,  the  lowest  on  record,  as  compared  with  76  for  1917.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  for  1918  was  97. 

Zymotic  Death=Rate. 

There  were  7 deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease,  viz.  : — Whooping  Cough  3,  Diphtheria  4.  This  is 
equal  to  a death-rate  of  .36  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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EPIDEMIC  DISEASE. 


Influenza. 

There  were  two  severe  epidemics  of  Influenza  in  England  during  the  year,  one  in  June  and 
July,  which  did  not  affect  this  district,  and  the  other  in  October,  November  and  December,  which 
attacked  a large  proportion  of  the  population,  and  caused  100  deaths  in  this  neighbourhood. 


The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  each 


week  from  the  beginning  of  the  epidemic  was  as 


follows  : — ■ 

Week  ending. 
October  12th 
,,  19th 

,,  26th 

November  2nd 
,,  9th 

,,  16th 

,,  23rd 

,,  30th 

December  7th 
,,  14th 

,,  21st 

,,  28th 

,,  31st 


Deaths. 

2 

4 
2 

5 
8 

23 

22 

14 

10 

4 

2 

2 

2 


Of  these  100  deaths,  42  occurred  in  persons  usually  resident  in  other  districts. 

The  following  shows  the  parishes  in  which  the  deaths  occurred — a separate  column  giving  the 
deaths  of  persons  not  usually  resident  in  the  district : — 


Parish. 


Total  No.  of  deaths. 


Non-resident. 


Arlesey  7 

Astwick  1 

Campton  1 

Clifton  7 

Dunton  2 

Edworth  1 

Everton  1 

Henlow  5 

Langford  5 

Meppershall  2 

Muggerhanger  1 

Northill  2 

Potton  1 

Sandy  7 

Shefford  6 

Southill  4 

Prisoners  of  War  Camp  11 

Upper  Stondon  1 

Stotfold  5 

Three  Counties  Asylum  25 

Sutton  1 

Tempsford  1 

Warden  2 

Wrestlingworth  1 


1 


2 


1 

1 

2 

11 

23 

1 


Pneumonia  was  usually  a complication  of  the  disease,  and  was  associated  with  Influenza  in  83  of 
the  deaths. 

From  the  table  set  out  below  showing  the  sex  and  age  at  which  deaths  occurred,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  majority  were  between  15  and  45  years  of  age  in  both  sexes  : — 


Ages. 

1 to  5 vears  

Males. 

1 

Females 

5 ,» 

15  * 

2 

2 

15  ,, 

25 

11  

11 

25  ,, 

35 

12  

25 

35  „ 

45 

7 

8 

45  ,, 

55 

3 

5 

55  .. 

65 

2 

5 

65  and  upwards  

2 

4 

Total  40  60 
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The  following  list  of  School  closures  will  give  some  indication  of  the  time  when  the  complaint 
was  at  its  highest  in  the  various  parishes  : — 


Parish. 

Fvprt.on  

Oct. 

School  Closure. 

31st  — to  — Nov. 

11th 

Nov. 

22nd 

Dec. 

2nd 

55  

Cllifton  

Oct. 

14th 

Nov. 

11th 

Meppershall  

fthp.fforrl  

14th 

16th 

5) 

Nov. 

11th 

11th 

He.nl  ow  

22nd 

11th 

Langford  

f!a!dpoot,e  

25th 

28th 

55 

5 5 

18th 

11th 

Wrpsf.lingwnrth  

23th 

18th 

Arlpsp.y  

29th 

25th 

On.mpton  

29th 

11th 

T)nnton  

30th 

11th 

Northill  

31st 

11th 

Stot.folH  

Nov. 

1st 

Dec. 

2nd 

Southill  

18th 

55 

5 5 

16th 

Over-crowding,  bady  ventilated  rooms,  and  lack  of  care  contributed  largely  to  the  spread  of 
the  disease,  whereas  well  ventilated,  airy  rooms  and  care  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease,  by 
patients  going  to  bed  at  the  first  feeling  of  illness,  and  calling  in  their  medical  attendant,  greatly 
assisted  in  the  recovery  and  prevention  of  complications. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

During  the  year  428  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  were  received,  of  which  number  308  re- 
ferred to  Measles,  and  85  to  Diphtheria.  The  parishes  in  which  the  cases  occurred,  and  the  number 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  will  be  found  on  page  7 of  this  report. 

Measles. 

Measles  was  epidemic  in  the  parishes  of  Northill  (148  cases),  and  Dunton  (69  cases),  from 
January  to  June,  and  in  addition  to  these,  more  than  10  cases  occurred  also  in  Langford,  Moger- 
hanger,  Potton,  and  Sutton.  The  disease  was  mild  in  character  without  complications,  and  no 
deaths  occurred. 

Diphtheria. 

The  outbreak  that  started  in  Shefford  in  Sept.,  1917,  continued  intermittently  until  March,  1918, 
when,  owing  to  the  continuance  of  the  disease,  and  the  source  of  infection  frequently  appearing 
to  arise  from  the  Shefford  Council  School,  it  was  decided  to  take  swabs  from  the  throats  of  the 
Staff  and  Scholars.  This  was  done  on  March  8th,  and  resulted  in  the  bacillus  associated  with  Diph- 
theria being  found  in  the  throats  of  1 teacher,  and  47  children.  The  teacher  was  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  the  47  children  isolated  at  home,  and  the  school  was  closed.  On  March  22nd, 
all  the  above  were  again  swabbed,  and  seven  were  still  found  to  be  infective.  Five  of  these  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  school  disinfected,  and  books  destroyed.  The  outbreak  then 
ceased. 

Campton  suffered  also  from  the  disease  in  April.  Here  again  swabs  were  taken  and  three 
carriers  (adults)  were  discovered  and  isolated,  the  school  closed,  and  the  epidemic  very  shortly 
ceased. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

25  cases  were  notified,  and  of  these  13  occurred  at  Sandy,  and  9 at  Potton.  The  disease  was 
mild  in  character,  and  no  deaths  resulted. 

Enteric  Fever. 

No  cases  occurred  in  the  district. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

76  Primary,  and  12  Secondary  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  32  notifications  of 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  were  received  during  the  year. 

86  of  these  notifications  were  from  a public  institution  within  the  district,  and  12  from  institu- 
tions outside  the  district. 
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Visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  dwelling-houses  where  cases  occurred,  and  an 
inspection  of  the  premises  made. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  where  death  occurred.  37  deaths  occurred  from  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis. 

Transport  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

Up  to  the  present  it  has  been  the  practice  to  hire  horses  for  the  ambulance  kept  at  the  Isola- 
tion  Hospital  for  removing  infectious  cases  from  their  homes  to  the  Hospital. 

Latterly  this  has  not  worked  satisfactorily,  owing  to  difficulty  of  hiring,  and  has  often  led  to 
considerable  delay,  thereby  tending  to  incur  further  spread  of  infectious  disease,  especially  in  those 
cases  occurring  in  cottages,  where  any  form  of  isolation  is  impossible.  I therefore  recommend  that 
a motor  ambulance,  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  be  substituted  for  the  existing  one.  The  additional 
working  expense,  if  any,  should  be  very  little,  and  the  service  would  be  much  more  efficient  and 
up-to-date.  I would  ask  you  to  give  this  matter  your  early  consideration. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

4,166  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Biggleswade  Water 
Board  ; 8 new  connections  have  been  made  during  the  year.  The  majority  of  the  other  houses 
depend  for  their  supply  upon  shallow  wells.  In  January,  1915,  I reported  to  you  on  the  Water 
Supply  of  Wrestlingworth,  Eyeworth,  and  Dunton,  recommending  that  these  villages  be  supplied 
with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Biggleswade  Water  Board  (vide  Annual  Report  for  1914).  Owing 
to  the  war  you  have  been  unable  to  proceed  further  with  a scheme,  but  now  that  conditions  are 
again  changing,  I hope  you  will  give  the  matter  your  careful  consideration  in  the  near  future.  This 
will  still  leave  the  following  villages  to  be  considered,  viz.,  Chicksands,  Cockayne  Hatley,  Everton, 
parts  of  Meppershall,  and  Upper  Stondon.  Most  of  these  villages  are  situated  at  too  high  a level 
to  be  supplied  from  the  existing  reservoirs,  and  in  some  the  houses  are  so  scattered  that  any  scheme 
would  involve  very  considerable  expense,  but  I hope  in  considering  any  future  extension  of  the 
public  supply  you  will  not  be  unmindful  of  the  necessity  for  every  village  to  have  the  advantage  and 
safeguard  of  pure  water.  There  is  always  present  the  danger  of  infectious  diseases,  such  as  enteric 
fever  and  dysentery,  occuri’ing,  which  might  have  serious  consequences  where  the  inhabitants  have 
to  depend  on  a water  supply  doubtful  in  character. 


drainage,  domestic  refuse,  and  scavenging. 

« 

A drainage  scheme  for  Sandy  is  becoming  an  urgent  necessity,  the  population  is  over  3,000,  it 
has  a good  water  supply  from  the  mains  of  the  Biggleswade  Water  Board,  and  it  is  now  no  longer 
satisfactory  to  deal  with  slop  water  by  means  of  soak-away  pits,  and  moreover,  in  collecting  and 
disposing  of  night  soil  from  over  800  houses  it  is  a difficult  matter  even  with  careful  supervision  to 
prevent  nuisances  occurring.  I appreciate  the  fact  that  owing  to  difficulty  of  levels  any  scheme  must 
necessarily  be  an  expensive  one,  but  in  spite  of  this  I would  urge  you  to  give  it  careful  considera- 
tion. 

Arlesey  with  a population  at  the  last  census  of  over  2,000  is  I think  the  next  village  in 
importance  to  need  an  up-to-date  sewage  scheme.  Here  I think  the  matter  will  present  less  difficulty 
than  at  Sandy,  and  I beg  therefore  to  bring  it  to  your  notice. 

Public  scavenging  is  undertaken  at  Arlesey,  Henlow,  Langford,  Shefford,  Sandy  and  Potton. 
A summary  of  work  carried  out  by  scavenging  contractors  will  be  found  on  page  9. 

With  regard  to  scavenging  done  by  contract  it  has  on  several  occasions  been  a source  of 
trouble  to  obtain  suitable  tips  for  disposal  of  refuse.  The  purchase  of  suitaLIe  land  for  this  purpose 
will  probably  be  necessary  in  some  parishes  in  the  near  future.  Since  the  close  of  the  year  the 
scavenging  contracts  at  Potton  and  Sandy  have  been  terminated,  and  the  work  is  now  undertaken 
by  the  Parochial  Committees. 
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DAIRIES,  COW-SHEDS,  AND  MILK-SHOPS. 

There  were  80  persons  registered  in  the  district  as  cowkeepers,  dairymen  or  purveyors 
of  milk,  at  the  dose  of  the  year.  The  condition  of  their  premises,  with  a few  exceptions,  is  not 
entirely  satisfactory;  however,  now  that  materials  and  labour  are  tending  to  become  available,  I 
hope  all  defects  will  be  remedied.  The  matter  is  receiving  my  careful  attention,  and  I shall  report 
all  cases  in  which  I think  further  action  is  necessary.  Pure  milk  is  a vital  necessity  to  young 
children,  and  i would  remind  all  engaged  in  the  trade  that  they  incur  a heavy  responsibility  by 
any  uncleanliness  in  its  collection,  and  distribution. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  POOD  INSPECTION. 

There  are  25  slaughter-houses  on  the  Register,  11  of  which  are  licensed  annually,  these  are 
all  inspected  regularly  and  are  for  the  most  part  satisfactorily  conducted. 

The  meat  and  food  inspection  is  carried  out  for  the  whole  district  by  Mr.  C.  M.  Robinson, 
who  holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  this  work. 

Action  taken  with  reference  to  unsound  food  examined  during  the  year  will  be  found  in  his  re 
port  appended  hereto. 

HOUSING. 


The  question  of  Housing  has  been  receiving  my  urgent  attention  since  I returned  in  February 
of  this  year  to  resume  my  duties,  and  I am  glad  to  note  that  you  are  taking  up  the  question 
seriously.  You  have  already  selected  suitable  sites  at  Potton,  Sandy,  Arlesey,  Langford  and  Clifton, 
and  I hope  that  similar  action  will  soon  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  rest  of  the  district. 

There  are  at  the  present  moment  a large  number  of  occupied  houses  quite  unfit  for  habitation, 
but  1 am  unable  to  take  any  action  with  regard  to  closing  them  owing  to  the  lack  of  empty  houses. 
For  some  years  previous  to  the  war  private  enterprise  has  failed  to  provide  anything  like  sufficient 
cottage  property  for  the  needs  of  the  district,  and  this  condition  has  been  greatly  aggravated  the 
last  five  years,  during  which  time  local  authorities  also  have  been  unable  to  move  in  the  matter.  The 
new  Housing  Bill  will  I hope  greatly  facilitate  the  acquisition  of  land  for  building  sites,  and  every 
advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  increased  powers  it  confers. 

The  standard  of  the  existing  houses  is  bad,  at  least  50  per  cent,  have  only  two  bedrooms,  and 
these  are  often  of  very  small  dimensions,  with  very  little  light  and  through  ventilation,  and  in 
many  instances  the  second  bedroom  is  little  better  than  a glorified  boxroom.  In  a large  number  of 
the  others  there  is  only  one  bedroom  in  a similar  condition.  The  result  of  this  is  that  over-crowding 
has  seriously  increased,  and  no  action  is  possible  until  new  houses  are  erected.  Very  few  cottages 
have  a scullery  with  water  laid  on,  most  are  dependent  on  water  supply  from  a standpipe  which  is 
common  to  several  houses. 


Sanitary  conveniences  are  in  numbers  of  in  stances  out  of  repair,  and  the  common  practice  ;n 
the  past  has  been  to  provide  only  one  W.C.  or  earth  closet  for  every  two  and  sometimes  three 
cottages. 

I estimate  that  at  least  800  cottages  will  require  to  be  erected  in  the  next  2 or  3 years, 
and  as  these  are  completed,  so  will  I be  in  a position  to  deal  with  nuisances  and  structural  defects, 
and  bring  existing  property  up-to-date. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  villages  with  my  present  estimate  of  new  houses  required,  and 
further  additions  to  it  will  be  made  as  I proceed  with  my  inspections  : — 


Arlesey  50 

Astwick  10 

Blunham  30 

Campton  25 

Clifton  40 

Dunton  12 

Edworth  4 

Everton  12 

Henlow  30 

Langford  60 

Meppershall  12 


Mogerhanger 

Northill  

Potton  

Sandy 

Shefford  

Southill  

Stotfold  

Sutton  

Tempsford  

Warden  

Wrestling  worth 


24 

50 

80 

90 

20 

55 

70 

12 

30 

8 

16 


Total  740 
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. 


. 


You  had  already  made  an  attempt  to  overcome  the  housing  difficulties  before  the  War,  by 
erecting  cottages  at  Langford  and  Sandy,  but  in  those  days  procedure  was  slow  and  cumbersome, 
now  there  should  be  less  time  taken  up  with  preliminary  details,  and  provided  materials  and 
labour  are  forthcoming  progress  should  be  rapid. 

The  following  are  1 think  the  minimum  requirements  to  be  aimed  at: — Not  more  than 
8 cottages  to  the  acre.  Each  cottage  to  consist  of  parlour,  living  room,  scullery  with  sink  and 
copper  and  water  laid  on,  larder,  bathroom  or  bathroom  and  wash-house  combined,  storage  for  coal 
and  fuel,  and  three  bedrooms,  of  which  one  should  be  large  enough  to  contain  comfortably  one 
double  bed  and  cot. 

I bring  this  matter  to  your  notice  with  the  greatest  confidence,  knowing  that  you  will  not 
rest  content  until  the  needs  of  the  district  are  satisfied. 

Owing  to  scarcity  of  houses  it  has  been  impossible  to  represent  any  for  closure  during  the 
year,  although  this  could  have  been  done  in  large  numbers  had  circumstances  permitted. 

Appended  hereto  are  the  tables  relating  to  infectious  diseases  and  causes  of  death,  also  a 
summary  of  the  work  carried  o.ut  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Biggleswade,  J.  HUTCHINSON  WOOD, 

June,  1919.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  Parish  (Civilians  only). 


Parish. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Totals.  | 

Arlesey  ...  

3 

1 

... 

4 

Astwick  

... 

-• 

Blunham  

1 

1 

Campton  

15 

... 

15 

Chicksands  . 

Clifton  

9 

1 

1 

2 

... 

13 

Cockayne  Hatley  

Dunton  

... 

69 

69 

Edworth  

3 

3 

Everton  

1 

... 

•• 

1 

Eyeworth  

... 

... 

... 

Henlow  

... 

... 

3 

8 

Langford  

... 

... 

... 

12 

12 

Meppershall  

8 

... 

1 

... 

9 

Mogerhanger  

... 

19 

19 

Northill  

... 

1 

148 

149 

Potton  

1 

1 

9 

1 

17 

1 

30 

Sandy  

1 

1 

13 

5 

... 

20 

Shefford  

44 

2 

46 

Shefford  Hardwicke  

... 

... 

Southill  

4 

1 

... 

5 

Stondon  

... 

• • 

Stotfold  

1 

... 

1 

Sutton  

... 

15 

... 

15 

Tempsford  

... 

8 

... 

3 

Warden  

... 

... 

9 

9 

Wrestlingworth  

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Totals  

85 

5 

25 

1 

308 

4 

... 

428 

Total  Cases  removed 
to  Biggleswade  Isola- 
tion Hospital. 

33 

• •• 

17 

... 

... 

... 

... 

50 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1918 


Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 


All  Causes  (Civilians  only)  

163 

159 

1.  Enteric  Fever  

2.  Small-pox  

3.  Measles  

4.  Scarlet  Fever  

5.  Whooping  Cough  

1 

2 

6.  Diphtheria  and  Croup  

3 

1 

7.  Influenza  

8.  Erysipelas  

21 

39 

9.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

10.  Tuberculous  Meningitis  

14 

13 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

2 

8 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  Diseases  

* 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever  

14.  Meningitis  

19 

13 

15.  Organic  Heart  Disease  

11 

9 

16.  Bronchitis  

12 

4 

17.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

12 

13 

18.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

2 

3 

19.  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years)  

20.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  

2 

21.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

1 

3 

22.  Nephritis  and  Brights  Disease  

6 

3 

23.  Puerperal  Fever  

24.  Parturition,  apart  from  puerperal  fever 

1 

25.  Congenital  Debility,  &c 

5 

3 

26.  Violence,  apart  from  suicide  

6 

2 

27.  Suicide  

2 

28.  Other  Defined  Diseases  

29.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

46 

40 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

10 

14 

Births. 

Total  Births  

186 

170 

Legitimate  

169 

161 

Illegitimate  

17 

9 

Population. 

Population  for  Death  Rate 
Population  for  Birth  Rate  ... 
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21,672 

19,342 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTORS,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1918. 


Northern  District: — J.  Owen  Jones. 
Southern  District : — C.  M.  Robinson. 


Inspections. 

Northern 

District. 

Southern 

District. 

Routine  and  Special  Inspections 

612 

640 

Re-visits  after  order  or  notice  

153 

139 

Inspections  of  Soldiers’  Billets  

78 

„ ,,  Factories  and  Workshops  

154 

67 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  

156 

59 

,,  ,,  Slaughter-houses  and  Butchers’  Shops  

182 

176 

,,  j,  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

98 

54 

„ ,,  Petroleum  Stores  

24 

16 

Visits  to  Works  in  progress  

15 

30 

,,  re  Infectious  Diseases  

288 

156 

Rooms  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

52 

52 

Schools  disinfected 

1 

2 

Notices  Served  for  Sanitary  Defects — 

1.  Statutory  

16 

5 

2.  Intimation  

93 

47 

Number  of  sanitary  defects  dealt  with 

127 

123 

New  Buildings— 

Plans  deposited  and  approved  

3 

8 

New  dwelling-houses  erected  

• . . 

. . . 

Other  Buildings  erected  

5 

• •• 

New  Workshop  erected  

... 

1 

,,  Stable  erected  

... 

1 

,,  Cattle  Shed  erected  

1 

Additions  to  existing  buildings  

2 

4 

Housing. 

Houses  closed  by  order  of  Council  as  unfit  for  habitation 

... 

... 

Premises  under  periodical  inspection — 

Slaughter-houses  : 

1.  Registered  

7 

7 

2.  Licensed  

4 

7 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  : 

No.  of  persons  registered  during  the  year  

4 

6 

,,  ,,  ,,  discontinued  business 

4 

4 

„ on  Register  at  end  of  year 

30 

50 

Bakehouses — No.  on  Register  

13 

18 

Factories  and  Workshops  on  Register 

66 

63 

Premises  licensed  for  storage  of  Petroleum 

8 

10 

Outworkers  

1 

... 

SCAVENGING  WORK. 


Summary  of  Work  carried  out  by  Scavenging  Contractors. 


Average  Cost. 
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Arlesey  

41,874 

12 

11,238 

42 

72 

25,472 

729 

lid. 

m 

Henlow  • 

27,151 

1 

8,420 

19 

28 

15,766 

415 

lfd. 

OO 

1> 

Langford  

30,076 

9,652 

38 

9 

16,432 

339 

Id. 

8/- 

Potton  

34,986 

39 

23,766 

114 

47 

5,355 

1028 

lfd 

5/Of 

Sandy  

78,999 

45 

33,807 

222 

202 

46,689 

2427 

lfd. 

5/H 

Shefford  

19,064 

1 

7,431 

6 

7 

| 11,112 

340 

lid. 

7/2  i 

9 


' 


MEAT  AND  POOD  INSPECTON  AND  WORK  CARRIED 
OUT  UNDER  FOOD  CONTROL  ORDERS. 


(Whole  District). 


Inspector : C.  M.  Robinson,  Cert.  Meat  Insp. 
During  the  year  considerable  time  has  been  spent  in  connection  with  work  under  the  many 
and  varied  Food  Control  Orders  that  have  from  time  to  time  been  issued,  and  at  the  same  time 
observation  had  been  kept  upon  the  meat  and  food  supply  of  the  district. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  unsound  food  examined  and  condemned  during  the  year,  and  m 
each  case  the  meat  was  so  disposed  of  as  to  prevent  it  being  used  for  human  consumption,  the 
greater  part  of  it  being  boiled  up  for  food  for  animals: — 

4 carcases  of  beef  and  offal  (tubercular). 

1 carcas^of  beef  and  offal  (emaciated  and  fevered). 

1 fotfgquarter  of  beef  (tubercular). 

5 sheep  (suffocated). 

2 pigs  (tubercular). 

Unsound  portions  of  meat  from  2 cows  and  1 calf,  slaughtered  on  account  of  injuries. 

5 ox  livers,  2 pairs  ox  lungs,  1 ox  heart,  1 pig’s  pluck. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  inspections  made  in  order  to  ascertain  if  the  various 
Food  Control  Orders  were  being  observed: — 


Visits  to  Grocers’  Shops 

...  746 

5 5 

Butchers’  Shops 

...  176 

55 

Bakers  

...  118 

5 5 

Public  Houses  

...  45 

55 

Dairies  

...  40 

55 

Greengrocers  and  Fishmongers 

39 

5 5 

Caterers  and  Confectioners  ... 

...  58 

Other  visits 

...  915 

Total  ... 

...  2137 

As  a result  of  these  visits  a large  number  of  cautions  were  given  where  contraventions  were 
found,  and  in  28  instances  the  Food  Control  Committee  decided  to  take  legal  proceedings. 

The  following  table  shows  the  orders  under  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  and  the  result 
of  same  : — 


Order. 

Bacon,  Ham  and  Lard  (Provisional 
Prices)  Order 
Bread  Order 

55  55 

JJ  5? 

D 55 

55  55 

Butter  (Maximum  Prices)  Order 
Canned  Meat  (Maximum  Prices)  Order 
Cocoa  Powder  Order 
Flour  and  Bread  (Prices)  Order 
Jam  (Prices)  Order 

55  55  55  ••• 

55  55  55 

Live  Stock  Sales  Order 

55  55  55  55 

Milk  (Prices)  Order 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

Meat  (Maximum  Prices)  Order 
,,  (Rationing)  Order 

Oats  Products  (Retail  Prices)  Order  ... 
Potatoes’  Order 

5 5 5 5 

Rabbits  (Prices)  Order 
Rationing  Order 


J>  J5 

Sugar  (Rationing)  Order 
Tea  (Provisional  Prices)  Order 


Offence. 


Result. 


Failing  to  exhibit  list  of  prices 
Selling  bread  less  than  12  hours  old 

55  55  55  55 

55  55  55  55 

55  55  55  55 

55  55  55  55 

Exceeding  Maximum  Price 

55  5)  55 

'5  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

Unlawfully  slaughtering  a Calf 
Unlawfully  exposing  veal  for  sale 
Exceeding  Maximum  Price 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

Unlawfully  retaining  possession  of  a 
meat  ration  card 
Exceeding  Maximum  Price 
Failing  to  exhibit  list  of  prices 

55  55  55  55 

Exceeding  Maximum  Price 
Failing  to  produce  ration  books  to 
caterer 

Failing  to  produce  ration  books  to 
caterer 

Unlawfully  obtaining  Sugar 
Exceeding  Maximum  Price 


Fined  £3. 


55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 


55 
5 5 
5 5 
5 5 
55 
55 
55 


£5  & 
£5  & 
£5  & 
£5  & 
£5 
£1 

£5  & 
£l 
£10 
£10 
£10 
£4 
£10 
£10 


Dismissed 


£2/2/-  costs 
£1/1/-  „ 
£1/1/-  „ 
£2/2/-  „ 


5/-  costs 


Fined  £2  & 5/-  costs 
„ £1  & 7/6  ,, 

,,  £2  & 5/-  ,, 


55 
55 
5 5 


55 

55 


£2/10/- 

5/- 

£l 

£2 

5/- 


£l 


„ £1 
,,  £2/10/- 
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